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ABSTRACT: Redox active self-assembled monolayers inherently possess both
electrochemically addressable and polarizable components. The latter will
contribute, with additional parasitic terms, to the iR drop effects within any
form of electronic analysis, potentially distorting results. A capacitive analysis of
such interfaces (Electroactive Monolayer Capacitance Spectroscopy), presented
here, enables a clean mapping of both the thermodynamic and kinetic faradaic
characteristics in a single experimental run, with parasitic nonfaradaic
contributions (polarization and resistance terms) both spectrally resolved and
cleanly removed. The methodology enables a rapid and undistorted quantification
of accessible redox site density of states (reported directly by redox capacitance),
molecular surface coverage, electron transfer kinetics, and reorganization energies
with comparatively little experimental effort. Exemplified here with electroactive
copper protein and ferrocene films the approach is equally applicable to any redox
active interface.

1. INTRODUCTION

The on-electrode assembly and analysis of redox active films
provides a powerful means of analyzing, and indeed tuning, the
thermodynamics and kinetics associated with molecular
electron transfer, and an enormous amount of work has now
been published with, for example, surface assembled transition
metal complexes, organic molecules, and molecular wires.1 An
extrapolation of this approach to biomolecular films facilitates
not only a decoding of their natural electron transfer properties
(many of which are essential to sustaining life) but also, in a
number of specific cases, derived biosensing configurations of
real clinical or environmental value. The robust electrochemical
addressing of these systems, greatly aided through consid-
erations of surface charges, hydrophobic patches, and general
issues of conformational stability, has been achieved at a variety
of modified electrode interfaces.2 Though the buried nature of
many redox sites makes communication commonly difficult or
sluggish, even after such optimization, analyses have become
increasingly sophisticated during the past decade and, in some
cases, molecularly resolved.3 The premodification of electrodes
with self-assembled monolayers (SAMs) for such work is
integral in not only buffering potentially denaturing protein
fold-electrode interactions but also in facilitating a control of
molecular orientation and electron transfer kinetics.4

Redox-active SAMs provide an excellent platform for
investigating electron transfer kinetics since the spatial and
electronic coupling of these sites to underlying electrodes can
be tightly controlled. Such layers have been extensively

analyzed by dc cyclic voltammetry,5 potential step chronom-
perometry,6 impedance/ac spectroscopy,4a,5a,7 and laser in-
duced temperature jump methods.8 These approaches, each
typified by specific strengths and limitations, can be divided
into those which are frequency-resolved and those which are
time-resolved (or transient). The latter are well understood and
commonly applied to kinetic determinations despite the fact
that the effects of SAM polarization and iR drop inherently
contribute in an unknown (largely) and potentially grossly
distorting manner. Frequency-resolved techniques such as
impedance spectroscopy and alternating current voltammetry
(ACV) operate in a manner which enables a clean resolution of
contributing processes according to their time scales. ACV is
similar to Cyclic Voltammetry (CV) in that it is a potential
sweep method9 but with an additional, frequency tuned, small
perturbation of the AC oscillatory wave superimposed on the
potential waveform. The resulting alternating current is
recorded, and the electrochemical response appears as a single
peak. Using this approach, for example, Creager and Wooster4a

have developed a method of determining SAM electron transfer
rates by collecting a series of AC voltammograms for a range of
AC frequencies, where the ratio of the peak current (ip) to the
background current (ib) is determined for each frequency. The
values of ip/ib are plotted versus the logarithmic form of AC
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frequency, and these plots fitted to a Randles-like circuit
model4a from which double-layer capacitance and charge
transfer resistance are resolved and used in the determination
of electron transfer rates (k). A number of reports have,
subsequently, used this methodology,10 though it suffers from
the fact that the first input variables (double-layer capacitance,
charge transfer resistance, electrode surface area, and solution
resistance) must be determined previously from CV or
Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy (EIS).
One advantage of ACV is that its inherent sensitivity enables

films of very low surface coverage to be analyzed.4a,10b,c The
methodology suffers, however, from frequency dependent
fitting inaccuracies11 and provides no information on
reorganization energy or SAM polarization effects.
The large amplitude FT AC method introduced by Bond et

al.4b is powerful in enabling the experimental resolution of
electron transfer kinetics and thermodynamics. Its application
is, however, neither steady-state nor achievable through
standard hardware configurations. Its resolution of polarization
terms has not been demonstrated.4b

EIS is a frequency-resolved and steady-state technique,
because the voltage perturbations are inherently small and
applied after the interface has equilibrated. Within these
experiments the frequency response of a system is sampled
by measuring the impedance function, Z*(ω), a complex
function. This is done by applying a small (1−10 mV) AC
amplitude signal over a range of frequencies (typically MHz to
mHz) at specified potentials. In tuning the frequency one
controls the relative contribution of all contributing resistance
and capacitance terms to the overall impedance. In doing this
over a wide range of frequencies, the individual elements of the
Randles-like circuit model can be separately resolved. It is
important to observe that the Randles circuit is one of the
simplest models for electron transfer for a redox species
attached to a monolayer, and its applications must be carefully
considered during EIS analysis (see below). It remains,
nonetheless, dominantly applied within EIS studies of redox-
active SAMs.9,12

As is the case with any complex function, impedance Z*(ω)
can be represented within either a Bode plot or a Nyquist plot.
In Bode plots, the log of the magnitude of the impedance (|Z|),
phase (φ) or the real (Z′) and imaginary (Z″) components are
plotted separately versus the logarithmic frequency. In a
Nyquist, or complex-plane impedance diagram, the ordinate
is the imaginary component of the impedance (Z″) and the
abscissa the real component (Z′). The advantage of using an
EIS approach, then, is that many parameters, such as electrolyte
resistance, double-layer capacitance, charge transfer resistance,
electrode surface area, and surface coverage, can be measured in
one experiment. Problems may, however, arise due to the
nonideal behavior of resistances (charge transfer) and
capacitances (double-layer) of the system under study or by
the limitations imposed through the use of an overly simplistic
Randles-like circuit (that, for example, ignores SAM polar-
ization contributions − see below), effects which can
significantly distort derived parameter values in subsequent
modeling.1

In aiming to develop a versatile and self-consistent approach
to studying the electron transfer kinetics and redox density of
states of electrode-confined films, the main purpose of the
present work is not to reveal new facts about the specific redox
systems utilized but to introduce and examine the utility of a
purely capacitative frequency-resolved and steady-state method-

ology that is capable of mapping out the redox characteristics of
molecular films generally. It will be shown that the proposed
approach not only accurately maps these characteristics in a
single step but, additionally, does so while resolving and
correcting for contributions from nonfaradaic polarization and
uncompensated resistance, without parameter input from other
methodologies (i.e., the method is self-consistent). The
approach also avoids the need to fit acquired data to an
assumed Randles-like circuit.1 Significantly the method also
maps out the polarizable characteristics of the nonelectroactive
components of the film, the density of accessible redox states
present, and the electrochemical reorganization energy (film
characteristics not as readily or cleanly derived from any single
existing alternative method) from data typically acquired within
minutes. Nearly all this information is acquired from measure-
ments at only two fixed electrode potentials (one inside the
redox potential window and one outside).
To exemplify the method, results obtained with films of

azurin, a well-studied, conformationally stable, blue copper
protein that can be coupled to metallic gold electrodes through
alkyl thiol SAMs with orientational control (Figure 1), and
ferrocene6,13 are presented.

2. BACKGROUND THEORY
2.1. Complex Capacitance Spectroscopy. As mentioned

in the experimental procedures (see the Supporting Informa-
tion, SI.1), the complex Z*(ω) (impedance) function is
converted into C*(ω) (capacitance) by C*(ω) = 1/jωZ*(ω)
(SI.2 for details). Practically, this involves taking the data
resolved in a standard impedance analysis (Z*(ω)), sampled
across a range of frequencies at any steady-state potential, and
converting it phasorially into complex capacitance (C*(ω))
with its real and imaginary components.
Within this sampled complex capacitance both faradaic and

nonfaradaic processes contribute, the latter being considered
“parasitic” (see below). The interfacial capacitance of a
monolayer dielectric modified electrode is defined, in the first
instance, by two series capacitances, that of the monolayer (Cm)
and that of the double-layer (Cdl). Additionally, the monolayer
has an associated ionic polarization term composed of Rt and Ct

Figure 1. Schematic representation of the protein azurin coupled to an
underlying metallic gold electrode through an alkyl thiol SAM. Such
films were used herein as model bioelectronic layers, where electronic
coupling and electron transfer rates could be tuned in a well-
understood manner, and analyzed by Electroactive Monolayer
Capacitance Spectroscopy (EMCS).
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contributions (in the Debye formalism, for more detail, please
see ref 14). These nonfaradaic charging processes are not
readily removed in standard AC or DC voltammetric methods
(and accordingly contribute to what is termed “uncompensated
resistance”).4b Their combined response to a modulating field
is describable by a relaxation time τ and is directly and
separately resolved in the spectroscopic method described
herein, specifically in the steady-state frequency domain regime
of complex capacitance (see Figure 2a). As discussed below,
films which are redox addressable possess an additional ability
to store charge, a process that has its own specific associated
time scale.
2.2. Visualization and Removal of SAM Polarization

Contributions and iR Drop. Complex capacitance data are
composed of faradaic and nonfaradaic (parasitic) film
contributions only. It is important to reinforce here that the
C*(ω) function, as a complex function, can be represented in
Bode or Nyquist forms in a manner analogous to Z*(ω). The
imaginary component (C″) plotted against sampling frequency
specifically resolves the time scale of the respective “parasitic”
contributions (which can accordingly be subtracted, for
instance, see the green spectrum of Figure 2). This is possible
through the acquirement of data collected with the electrode
poised outside the redox window (i.e., when only nonfaradaic
processes operate) or, alternatively, on analogous films without
a redox component (Figure 2a). When the system is poised

inside the redox window (here at 90 mV vs SCE) an additional
redox process is activated i.e. both parasitic and redox
contributions are evident (Figure 2 and see below). Note
that the faradaic process is fast here due to the comparatively
small spatial separation between the copper center and the
underlying gold. It is, accordingly, convoluted with the
inherently rapid “parasitic” polarization process. In using the
response obtained outside the redox window as a background
(where only the polarization response of the bridges are
responding to the electrode perturbation), the “parasitic”
polarization can be spectroscopically subtracted, as shown in
Figure 2c (green spectrum). Significantly, then, in sampling the
complex capacitance of a redox active film, it is possible to
resolve the “parasitic” term (encompassing iR drop, Cm, Rt, Ct,
and Cdl) and separate it from the process of redox center
charging. This methodology does not require that the parasitic
and redox contributions operate on distinguishable time scales.
The remaining peak response within C″ versus log frequency
(Bode) plots is, thus, purely representative of redox charging
within the monolayer.

2.3. Redox Capacitance and Marcus-Gerischer Theory.
The redox center charging within redox active films (Figure 2)
generates, then, a redox capacity, Cr,

15 defined by

= − = ΓC
dQ
dV

Ae
df

dEr
F

2

(1)

Figure 2. a) The imaginary part of complex capacitance of a nonredox active film (inherently so or at surface potentials outside of the redox window;
here an electroactive azurin-on-hexanethiol film at −200 mV vs SCE) resolves the parasitic charging and resistance contributions that can, then, serve
as a baseline that can be subtracted from subsequent analyses. b) With the working electrode potential moved into a region of optimum faradaic
activity (here 90 mV vs SCE, the redox site reversible potential) an additional redox process is resolved (red spectrum), and a subtraction of the
parasitic characteristics isolated in a) generates the purely redox response (green spectrum). c) Same as b) but for an azurin-on-dodecanethiol film,
where the kinetics are slow compared to the hexanethiol analogue. The frequency axis is reported here as the base ten exponents only for clarity.
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where Q = Ane, the total amount of charge injected at a given
steady-state potential V (and thus Fermi energy EF is −edV =
dEF), where e is the elementary charge, and A is the area of the
electrode. f is an occupancy fraction (n/Γ, where n is the
number density of redox states and Γ is the molar surface
density), leading to a function peaking at the standard potential,
at which ( f(n,E0) = 1/2), with a slope of 60 mV/decade at the
cathodic/anodic sides. The ability of such films to discharge,
and lose energy, through redox electron transfer is defined by a
charge transfer resistance term, Rct (quantifying the strength of
electronic coupling of the redox sites to the underlying
electrode). Note that, because data are acquired under
steady-state conditions, faradaic activity is fully absorbed within
these terms. The interpretation of Rct from this theory will be
discussed elsewhere.
Cr and Rct terms are correlated by the frequency of the charge

transfer process ( f r) in a manner that can be developed from
the Marcus-Gerischer theory which takes into account the DOS
structure of the electrode where the Fermi level lies within a
broad energy band of allowed states. Within this scheme the
redox capacitance directly reflects both the redox site Density of
States, as schematically depicted in Figure 3, and the electrodes

ability to change it. It is important to note, then, that the redox
capacitance is a dynamic term reflecting not only the occupancy
of redox states across the electrode surface (describable by a
Fermi-Dirac distribution function) but also their coupling to
the electrode states (the rate of change of redox occupancy with
electrode potential, f(E))

− =
+ −

f E E
E E k T

( )
1

1 exp[( )/ ]F
F B

0
0 (2)

The redox capacitance of the surface can, therefore, be
expressed as

= Γ −C
Ae
k T

f f(1 )r
B

2

(3)

Integrating this function over all energies, E, generates a
capacitance that directly reflects film redox composition

∫=
−∞

+∞
C e D E

df
dE

dE( )r A
F

,
2

(4)

In now assuming that the Fermi-Dirac distribution is a step
function, i.e. the zero-temperature approximation, Cr,A (the
redox capacitance per unit area) then takes the form

=C E e D E( ) ( )r A F F,
2

(5)

with D(EF), the electrode density of states at EF, best modeled
as a Gaussian function of site energies

σ π σ
= −

−⎡
⎣⎢

⎤
⎦⎥D E
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1
2

exp
( )

2
F

0
0

2

2
(6)

Here σ is the width of the distribution (the standard
deviation), and E0 is the center of the distribution (the
electrochemical half wave potential). The former (σ) is related
to λ, i.e. the reorganization energy, by (2λkBT)

1/2. A Cr
determination as a function of electrode potential then (eqs 5
and 6) directly maps onto both the accessible redox DOS and
the distribution of redox states as a function of potential.
Finally, it is important to observe that f denotes the redox

occupancy, and f(1 − f) is the probability density of finding an
empty state (reduced or oxidized probability functions are
equivalent and do not need to be distinguished).9 Eq 3
quantifies the probability of finding an empty redox state of
energy E0 − EF on the electrode surface. It follows that the
maximum of eq 3 occurs when f = 1/2 and (1 − f) = 1/2
leading to a f(1 − f) probability density function having a
maximum of 1/4.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Resolving a Corrected Redox Response. Prior to

capacitative analyses, the electrochemical reversible potential
and redox window are initially defined, in the same
experimental configuration, by a single cyclic voltammogram.
This procedure is only necessary if one does not prior know the
redox potential window of the studied system and serves only
this purpose. After this, impedance measurements are
conducted at only two steady-state potentials, i.e. the potential
in which the current peak potential is maximum (the reversible
potential where f(1 − f) has a maximum of 1/4 and the redox
activity is maximum) and in any other potential outside of the
redox window, where only the monolayer “parasitic” con-
tributions are observed (Figure 2a). The monolayer “parasitic”
processes, as previously noted, operate on a fast (∼10 kHz,
Figure 2a) time scale independent of surface potential and can
be readily subtracted from the measured contributions of redox
activity. As previously discussed within Figure 2b, this
subtraction is effective even if these contributions do not operate
on clearly separable time scales (which may be the case if faradaic
electron transfer is very fast, as shown in Figure 2b) by simply
acquiring data at the reversible potential (where redox site
occupation by electrons, f = 1/2) and at a potential outside of
this (where the occupation function f = 0 or f = 1; in both cases
the redox capacitance will be null according to eq 3, meaning
that the obtained response will be exclusively due to “parasitic”

Figure 3. Schematic representation of a modified electrode interface
composed of dielectric (Cm, Rt, and Ct) and redox-active regions. The
former, together with the double layer (not shown) contributes to
“parasitic” (resistive and capacitive) terms in any electrochemical
analysis. We demonstrate herein that these contributions can be
spectroscopically resolved and separated from those which are redox
related in Electroactive Monolayer Capacitance Spectroscopy (EMCS)
experiments. In analyzing the isolated “redox capacitance” as a
function of surface potential, one can directly resolve the associated
oxidized [1 − f(E0 − EF)], reduced f(E0 − EF), and total accessible
redox Density of States (DOS) at any given potential. Data shown on
the right have been extracted experimentally from an azurin film on
decanethiol at the electrochemical half wave potential (where the
reduced and oxidized states integrate equivalently).
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polarization processes). Since both monolayer dielectric and
solution resistance contributions can be subtracted at this point,
they make no contribution to the resolved redox response. For
more details and exemplification of the subtraction of
monolayer parasitic contributions see SI.8−10.
It is possible, then, to resolve and isolate both redox and

nonredox contributions to electrode charging. Where redox
sites are only weakly coupled to the underlying electrode, one
expects and indeed observes that these processes operate on
distinctly different time scales (Figure 2c).

3.2. Redox Kinetics from EMCS. Since the characteristic
frequency of an isolated faradaic charging process equates to
the electron transfer rate constant, one can seek to map this
across different redox site − electrode coupling; Figure 4a
shows the resultant spectra that resolve the time scales as ∼30
s−1, ∼140 s−1, and ∼740 s−1 for azurin on hexanethiol,
decanethiol, and dodecanethiol supported films, respectively.
These values correlate well with previous reports and
concurrent cyclic voltammetric analyses on the same films
(SI.2 and SI.4). The results of an equivalent analysis with a 11-
ferrocenyl-undecanethiol film is shown Figure 4b (and SI.5).

Figure 4. a) A comparative analysis of azurin films across three different supporting thiol layer thicknesses (hexanethiol, decanethiol, dodecanethiol)
resolves clearly the characteristic frequencies of their associated redox capacitance charging. As with Figure 2, the frequency axis is labeled in base ten
exponents for clarity. Any peak observed in such spectra is related to a characteristic charging process and directly reports its time scale.
Contributions from redox sites are evident when the electrode potential is poised inside the redox window. Any charging process outside of this
range is considered parasitic and can be subtracted (the data shown above are purely redox based). b) A redox capacitance analysis of an 11-
ferrocene-undecanethiol film. The higher redox surface density and stronger electronic coupling in these redox films (compared to the
metalloprotein films) is reflected in a redox contribution (red and green) that is some 2 orders of magnitude higher than the parasitic contributions.
The peak frequency reports an electron transfer rate (13 s−1 ± 2) is in good agreement with that determined by classical voltammetric methods (see
SI.4). The inset reports the magnitude and time scale of the small parasitic contribution.

Figure 5. a) Capacitance derived electron transfer rates k for azurin molecular films plotted (dark yellow circles) as a function of the underlying SAM
chain length. The gray lines represent guides to the eye for exponential decay functions with β of −0.90 and −0.93 per methylene unit in the
nonadiabatic regime,16c respectively. Rates are shown comparatively from both CV analyses (dark red circles, more details can be found in the SI)
and by EMCS (dark yellow circles). As expected, the rate of electron transfer reaches a plateau at short SAM lengths (points acquired for
hexanethiol) where the electron transfer is now in the dynamically controlled limit.16c,17 b) Redox capacitance versus potential obtained from EMCS
analyses of an electroactive azurin layer on two different thiol SAM supports. Note that the accessible DOS, centered here at zero for convenience,
depends on the sampling frequency (here 100 Hz) with a sensitivity that directly reflects the tunneling efficacy between the redox site and underlying
electrode i.e. the electron transfer kinetics. The reduced value of Cr,A observed at the same sampling frequency with a redox site further from the
electrode is highlighted in the inset (azurin on a dodecanethiol support). The Gaussian fits to this data are consistently very good (chi-squared 0.99).
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These frequencies are expected, of course, to vary exponentially
with tunneling distance, through the following: k ∝ Z
exp[−β(E0)r]. The β values derived herein for azurin sampled
across a range of supporting alkenethiol films correlate very well
with expectations (Figure 5a).
Interestingly, we observe small but systematic differences in

the kinetic determinations by EMCS and traditional voltam-
metric methods for the same films (approximately four times
higher for the latter). We believe this to be related to the
contributory dielectric and ionic polarizable features not easily
eliminated in the latter, standard, analyses.4b The dipolar
relaxation contributions, specifically, cannot be eliminated by
transient techniques such as CV nor can the contributions of iR
drop be readily observed and removed (contributions which
will distort determinations of k). The kinetic determinations we
report herein are likely, then, to be more accurate.
3.3. Density of Redox States Determination. Once the

timescale of the redox contribution to interfacial charging has
been mapped by means of the C″ spectrum (reporting electron
transfer kinetics), the redox capacitance per unit of area Cr,A can
be directly quantified via either of two means. In plotting the
real part of complex capacitance (C′) as a function of
logarithmic frequency (Figure 6a) with the electrode poised
inside then outside of the redox window, a subtraction directly
reports Cr,A (where the lines diverge at a frequency
corresponding to the onset of redox electron transfer).
Alternatively, Cr,A can be obtained from the intercept of an
equivalently generated Nyquist plot (Figure 6b).14a

The significance in quantifying Cr,A is that its magnitude
directly reflects the number of redox sites coupling to the
underlying electrode (the redox site total DOS, as previously
discussed; see eqs 4−6). The maximal value of Cr,A (i.e. Cr,m) is
obtained with the electrode poised at the reversible potential
( f(E0) = 1/2), and directly reports, through eq 7 (derived from
eq 3 in considering f = 1/2 and (1 − f) = 1/2), the molecular
surface coverage of the redox entity, Γ (derived here as 1.6 ±
0.2 pmol cm−2 for azurin on decanethiol, for example).

= Γ
C

e
k T4r m

B
,

2

(7)

3.4. Reorganization Energy determination. The
Gaussian shapes of DOS and Cr derived and depicted in

Figures 3 and 5b respectively contain not only information
about the total accessible redox site DOS at any given
frequency but also its constituent reduced and oxidized
components. Once the total redox site DOS is obtained from
eq 7, the oxidized and reduced subpopulations can be obtained
through eq 3 at any given potential (see SI.7). In sampling Cr
across a range of electrode potentials then, in a method similar
but not equivalent to AC voltammetry (since the EMCS
approach is alone in isolating a pure redox response free from
iR drop contributions), a Gaussian function, representing the
redox DOS, is generated as shown in Figure 5b. If the scan
potential sweep is performed at frequencies that ensure the
system is in redox equilibrium, a frequency that can be obtained
from Bode analysis (Figure 4), the reorganization energy, λ, can
be readily obtained from the (Marcus-Gerischer) relationship
between this Gaussian DOS function.9 λ is resolved here as
∼0.30 eV ± 0.1 for azurin on all the thiols sampled, a value in
very good agreement with that determined by traditional
interfacial electrochemical methodologies.16 The invariance of λ
with thiol length is consistent with prior reports.16c A more
detailed consideration of these DOS analyses within this EMCS
framework is underway.

4. SUMMARY AND FINAL REMARKS

EMCS is proposed as a robust and experimentally simple
steady-state technique from which a “clean” resolution of
electron transfer kinetics, dielectric/charging contributions and
addressable surface density, is obtained from just a single
capacitance/impedance sampling inside the film redox window
and one outside. The mapping of redox kinetics is robust for
processes occurring across a broad range of frequencies (limited
ultimately by the frequency window of EIS, typically 1 μs to 10
ks).
The advantage of this technique over ACV and impedance

studies of redox films is that the method is facile and fully self-
consistent, provides a detailed mapping of all current
contributions, and requires no fitting to Randles-like equivalent
circuits (with the assumptions that necessarily go with this).
The method requires only that EIS measurements are
performed at two potentials, from which Z* (ω) and C* (ω)
complex functions are acquired with iR drop correction. In the
complex capacitance domain, C″(ω) Bode capacitive plots

Figure 6. a) The real part of complex capacitance as a function of frequency for an azurin molecular film on dodecanethiol. With the electrode poised
outside of the redox window only the high frequency parasitic terms contribute (black line). At, or close to, the half wave potential such analyses
resolve the redox contribution at low frequency (red line). A subtraction of these contributions enables a quantification of Cr,A. Alternatively, b)
shows a Nyquist capacitive plot of C″ versus C′ where Cr,A can be directly obtained from the diameter of the semicircle (plotted data are, again, the
difference between that acquired at the half wave potential and outside of the redox window). Here Cr,A is resolved by both methods to be 3 ± 0.3
μF·cm−2.

The Journal of Physical Chemistry B Article

dx.doi.org/10.1021/jp303700f | J. Phys. Chem. B XXXX, XXX, XXX−XXXF

http://pubs.acs.org/action/showImage?doi=10.1021/jp303700f&iName=master.img-006.jpg&w=340&h=144


nicely resolve not only background polarization contributions
but also the frequency of redox charging process, the latter
directly equating to the (undistorted) faradaic charge transfer
rate according to k = f r. From equivalent C′ (ω) Bode
capacitive plots, Cr is directly obtained and enables both redox
coverage and redox site DOS to be calculated − the latter
facilitates a mapping of the redox composition of the film at any
specific electrode surface potential. Furthermore, at suitably low
sampling frequencies, such DOS plots enable the faradaic λ to
be acquired.
In summary, we have presented herein a practically simple

method that utilizes an entirely novel application of capacitative
electrochemistry to map out the thermodynamic and kinetic
characteristics of surface − confined electroactive films. The
hardware required is minimal and standard for all the analysis
conducted herein, the observations robust and in line with both
expectations and prior analyses (though, notably without
distortion), and the acquirement of electron transfer kinetics,
molecular surface coverage, and reorganization energies with a
clean separation of nonfaradaic contributions, in one sampling
experiment, unprecedented. The methods, which are based on
the isolation of redox contributions to interfacial capacitance,
additionally and directly equate this capacitance with the
sampling of redox activity across a range of energies (that is,
report the redox film DOS) and are equally applicable to any
redox active interface.
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